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Notes: 

This sheet is designed to provide basic information for quick reference only. The main classes of record in which more detailed information can be found are listed at the end. A summary of particular references for information in this sheet is on BAS Registry File 8/35/272. 

(1)       G-AIBI                AUSTER 'AUTOCRAT'           1946/47 

'Ice Cold Katy', purchased 1946 by FIDS. Fitted with skis. (Tail skid later replaced by a ski.) Shipped from Stanley and assembled at Stonington Island in February 1947 from where operated. Forced landing due to heavy icing in deteriorating weather conditions south of Cape Berteaux, 15 September 1947. Written off. 

(2)        VP-FAE                HORNET MOTH                 (1947/48 - 1949/50) 

De Havilland 1936 model, purchased second-hand in 1947 by FIDS to replace G-AIBI. Shipped to Deception Island on ‘John Bisco’ February 1948.     Skis never arrived. Plane remained in crate. Shipped back to Stanley, April 1950, where it was found that poor packaging had led to extensive corrosion.         Written off as beyond economical repair. 

(3)       VP-FAC                AUSTER MK. 5                1949/50 

Series J Construction No. 1813. Secondhand seaplane purchased 1949. Shipped to Deception Island for assembly. Flown, 29 January 1950, to Argentine Islands to meet 'John Biscoe' from which it operated during the relief of Stonington Island Base. Returned to Deception Island, February 1950.      Dismantled and shipped to the Falkland Islands. Sold to Falkland Islands Government in 1951. 

(4)       VP-FAD                NORSEMAN MK.5               1949/50 

Model No. 29-45, the last Norseman ever built. Seaplane purchased 1949.   Fitted with floats. Shipped to Deception Island for assembly. Joined VP-FAC in operating from 'John Biscoe' during the relief of Stonington Island Base, arriving there 30 January 1950. Hired to Falkland Islands Government in 1951 prior to sale to them.

(5)       CF-IJJ ) 


                   1955/56 - 1956/57 


           )
          CANSOS

(6)       CF-IGJ) 

Consolidated PBY5A Cansos, Canadian based, long range amphibian aircraft.   Operated by Hunting Aero Surveys Ltd for Falkland Islands and Dependencies Aerial Survey Expedition (FIDASE). Flown from Toronto, via Montevideo and Stanley, to Deception Island where a perforated steel plate slipway on volcanic ash enabled them to be beached for servicing and refuelling. Used for long range aerial photography of the Antarctic Peninsula south to lat. 68°S, the South Shetland Islands and Elephant Island group. 

(7)      VP-FAJ               
BEAVER                     1959/60 

DHC-2 Beaver, Construction  No. 1342. Purchased 1959 with VP-FAK Otter. Shipped to Deception Island for assembly, arriving 26 January 1960. Last FIDS aircraft to be fitted with floats. Kept aboard 'Kista Dan' when vessel in collision with 'John Biscoe' during storm, 12 March 1960. Repairs completed at Deception Island by August 1960 but lost when broke through sea ice whilst taxi-ing at Argentine Islands, 16 September 1960. Replaced by VP-FAL Otter. 

(8)      VP-FAI (VP-FAK)      OTTER                      1959/60 - 1966/67 

Registered as VP-FAI but painted and flown as VP-FAK. DHC-3 Otter, Construction No. 294. Purchased 1959. This and all later aircraft were fitted with wheel-skis. Shipped to Deception Island for assembly, arriving 26 January ' 1960. Wintered and serviced at Deception Island. Operated summers from Adelaide Island from 1960/61 on. Damaged by gale at Deception Island, 6 October 1961 and by crevasse accident at Adelaide Island, 19 December 1964. The first airborne radio echo sounding in the Antarctic, using SPRI equipment, carried out by this aircraft 1966/67. Grounded due to extensive metal fatigue in fuselage, 26 March 1967. Written off at end of season. 

(9)       VP-FAJ (VP-FAL)      OTTER                      1960/61 - 1964/65 

Registered as VP-FAJ but painted and flown as VP-FAL. DHC-3 Otter, Construction No. 377. Purchased 1960. Operated in the same way as VP-FAK.   Crash landed in poor visibility at Adelaide Island, 28 December 1964. Written off and destroyed. 

(10)     VP-FAN               PILATUS PORTER             1966/67 - 1967/68 

Pilatus Porter Turbo Prop., Construction No. 619. Purchased 1966. Shipped to Deception Island, arriving 7 January 1967.  Operated during summers from Adelaide Island. Only plane operating in 1967/68 when abandonment of Deception Island Base following volcanic eruption, prevented assembly of Otter VP-FAM. Abortive take-off from junction of Millett and Meiklejohn Glaciers caused by metal fatigue of ski pivot arm, 26 February 1968.               Aircraft irreparably damaged at second attempt using wheels, 1 March 1968.

(11)     VP-FAM                  OTTER                        1968/69 

DHC-3 Otter, Construction No. 60-395. Purchased 1967, second-hand, from Royal Norwegian Air Force, to replace VP-FAK. Arrived crated at Deception Island, December 1967. Removed when volcano erupted in same month and shipped to South Georgia. Returned to Deception Island for assembly, December 1968. Operated from Adelaide Island. Forced landing due to engine failure in heavily crevassed area 30 miles north east of Stonington Island, 3 March 1969. Written off. 

(12)     VP-FAO                  TWIN OTTER                   1968/69 - 1970/71 

DHC-6 Twin Otter, Construction No. 152. Purchased 1968 to replace Pilatus Porter VP-FAN. The first BAS plane to make annual ferry flights from Canada as Deception Island Base abandoned. Thereafter until 1979 BAS aircraft serviced annually in Canada. Operated from Adelaide Island.       Forced landing in bad visibility at Table Nunatak, near Cape Agassiz, 10 December 1968. Aircraft flown to Three Slice Nunatak. Refuelled by HMS Endurance helicopters and flown out, 21 December. Glaciological radio         echo-sounding continued with this aircraft 1969/70. Sold to Air Paris at end of 1970/71 season. 

(13)     VP-FAM                  TURBO BEAVER                 1969/70 - 1971/72 

The second aircraft with this registration. DHC-2 Turbo Beaver, Construction No. 670-TB40. Purchased 1969. Operated from Adelaide Island. Tail-ski and fuselage damaged, January 1971. Sold to De Havilland, April 1972.

(14)     VP-FAP                  TWIN OTTER                   1971/72 - 1976/77 

DHC-6 Twin Otter, Construction No. 333. Purchased 1971 to replace VP-FAO. Extra fuel tanks fitted in 1974 to increase endurance to 8 hours.    Operated from the new ski-way at Rothera from 1975/76. Damaged engine replaced under difficult conditions at Fossil Bluff, February 1972. Forced landing in poor visibility while landing field party at Gomez Nunatak, south of George VI Sound, 21 January 1977. Airframe written off, engines and avionics salvaged. 

(15)     VP-FAQ                  TWIN OTTER                   1972/73 - 1980/81 

DHC-6 Twin Otter, Construction No. 347. Purchased 1972 to replace VP-FAM. 1972/73 first season using two Twin Otters in combination. Recalled from work with US Ross Ice Shelf Project to undertake relief flights when VP-FAP damaged, January 1977.  Nose-leg and airframe damaged while attempting to take off from Rothera with heavy load over a rough surface, end of 1977/78 season. Dismantled and shipped to U.K. for repair. Back in service 1978/79. From end of 1980/81 season leased to Jersey European Airways Ltd until April 1982 when sold to them.

(16)     VP-FAW              TWIN OTTER                1977/78 - 1981/82 

DHC-6 Twin Otter, Construction No. 546. Purchased 1977 to replace VP-FAP.  From 1979 all aircraft serviced in and flown from UK instead of Canada to Rothera. Extra fuel tanks fitted in Calgary, Canada, prior to 1980/81 season.       Nose section and ski badly damaged when hit hard sastrugi on take-off in Mount Charity area, 24 February 1981, but flight completed to Rothera. Dismantled and shipped to UK for repair.  Back in service 1981/82 but badly damaged during freak storm, 18 November 1981, when torn from moorings at Rothera airstrip.  Dismantled and shipped to UK Written off as beyond economical repair. 

(17)     VP-FAZ              TWIN OTTER                 1981/82 and 1983/84 to present 

DHC-6 Twin Otter, Construction No. 748. Purchased 1981 to replace VP-FAQ.  Badly damaged with-VP-FAW at Rothera, 1-8 November 1981. Dismantled and shipped to UK for repair. Back in service 1983/84. Nose oleo and airframe damaged, 13 February 1985, in take-off from Fossil Bluff where summer melt caused uneven surface. Temporary repairs by a Canadian engineer, sent south, allowed aircraft to be f lown to UK. (Skis removed en route to reduce drag). Aircraft arrived UK 27 March 1985. 

(18)    VP-FBB) 
TWIN OTTERS               1982/83 to present 

(19) VP-FBC) 

DHC-6 Twin Otters, Construction Nos. 783 and 787,respectively. Purchased 1982 to replace aircraft damaged at Rothera. With VP-FAZ BAS operated three planes for the first time in 1983/84.  VP-FBC damaged in storm at Rothera, 27 January 1985. Repaired and back in service 6 March. All three aircraft damaged by gales at Rothera airstrip, October 1985, but back in service early November due to speedy provision of spares. 
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